
Kate Redwood – Birch Ward 
 
As you know I have been an active member of Friends of Cornish Hill for many 
years and am also majorly involved in a farm which is run for its native 
environmental qualities. I have planted around 1000 native trees from tubes this 
winter - recently inundated because of the floods, but I keep my fingers crossed 
that most will survive.   I believe that protection of the native vegetation in 
Hepburn Shire is highly important for a range of reasons. Put simply, the native 
vegetation provides habitat for a host of creatures, and in all its intricacy this 
forms complex ecosystems, which are under pressure from human activity, both 
directly and indirectly.  
 
The Council is governed by a range of legislation - federal, state and local - 
regarding protection of native vegetation and biodiversity. This includes 
legislation that relates to protection of biodiversity (state), legislation that controls 
clearing of native vegetation (federal and state), regulations regarding protected 
species (federal and state) protection of roadside remnants (state) and the 
provisions of the Council's Planning Scheme, MSS, and environmental overlays. 
 
Staffing is not controlled by councillors. It is the responsibility of the CEO. The 
CEO is within his/her powers to employ staff in whatever configuration meets the 
legal obligations of Council and the lawful directions of the Council. 
 
It is time for the Council to review its MSS (Municipal Strategic Statement). It is 
also time to review the Sustainability Strategy. A biodiversity strategy could well 
be developed in relation to these key planning documents. It would also be good 
to have a major goal in the Council Plan to develop and implement a biodiversity 
strategy. A key plank in this could be local laws to control cats. Another would be 
to do better weed removal on council land - there is a huge problem with gorse, 
blackberry and other woody weeds in the Shire.  There is a large issue that with 
impending climate change, that could result in large areas of native forest forming 
an 'island' habitat with no ready corridors to connect with similar habitat in say 
the Otways. The biodiversity strategy needs to be informed by people who are 
highly knowledgeable in issues of native flora and climate change. 
 
Promotion of native vegetation protection and encouragement of residents to 
plant local native vegetation is probably best done through groups such as 
Landcare and FoCH which encourage members and other groups such as 
schools, to participate over a number of years to develop revegetation and weed 
removal sustainably. The sharing of knowledge about local plants and their 
needs and the custodianship of areas that are replanted can work well through 
these groups. Council can encourage, support and fund these groups. Protection 
of roadside remnants is specifically Council's responsibility and needs stronger 
policy and funding. 



	  


